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4. Identification by Tatooing .—Tatooing is very significant for the 
identification of corpses as it often includes the entire name of the 
individual who possesses the mark, the initials, date or place of 
birth or some professional emblem. Among 1,000 tatooed individ¬ 
uals the author has found 730 such marks which assisted in identi¬ 
fication. Of the professional emblems found (89), the special mark 
of the baker has most often been found (17), also the blacksmith’s 
(13), and the butcher’s (12). Tatooing assists as well in the identi¬ 
fication of criminals. Among 16,000 Danish criminal men, 662 (41.38 
per cent.), had very distinct marks, while 202 bore indistinct tracings 
of experiments during youth. It is to be desired that in prison and 
police stations complete lists should be made out of the tabooings 
upon criminals, especially young prisoners who have not attained full 
development and whose measurements, according to M. Bertillon, 
cannot therefore be depended upon. As many criminals carry tatoo' 
niarks on places not covered by clothing, the marks may often serve 
in cases of violence or law-breaking in the recognition of the guilty 
ones. Among 1,600 criminals, 267 (16.69 per cent), had marks very 
easy to recognize on their hands. Compulsory tatooing of all crim¬ 
inals, such as has recently been proposed in Germany, must be dis¬ 
couraged from humanitarian motives. Jelliffe. 

Annales Medico-Psychologiqnes . 

(1902, Vol. 60, No. 1. January, February.) 

1. Psychoses among the Jews. Pilcz. 

2. Suicide and Insanity. Viallon. 

3. Language of Idiots. L. Maupate. 

4. Propagation of Tuberculosis through the Stools. D. Anglade. 

5. Protection of the Fortunes of Patients Confined in Insane Asy¬ 
lums. S. Garnier. 

1. Psychoses among the Jews.—' This subject is discussed by the au¬ 
thor, under two headings: (1) Is there a predisposition to mental 
diseases among the Jews? (2) If so,,to what special psychoses are 
they subject? The former question is answered in the affirmative; 
the answer to the latter is given in the following conclusions: (1) 
Psychoses due to alcoholism are rare among the Jews; (2) there is 
no preponderance of psychoses due to accessory causes, such as in¬ 
toxicants, of exogenous or endogenous origin, changes in the ves¬ 
sels, etc.; (3) precocious dementia, and dementia following an acute 
psychosis are frequent among the Jews; (4) general paresis occurs 
more frequently in this race than in others; (5) the Jew is predis¬ 
posed to psychoses from hereditary degeneracy. 

2. Suicide and Insanity .—This study continues work done in last 
month’s issue and cites further observations as follows: Menstrua¬ 
tion influences suicidal tendencies either by exaggerating a mental 
condition already existing or producing at the menstrual period an 
impulse to suicide; amenorrhea and dvsmenorrhea have a like effect 
in this respect. Any affection of the genital organs as well as the 
periods of puberty, the menopause and pregnancy may excite the dis¬ 
position to self-destruction. Religious excitement has been, from the 
earliest history of Christianity, a potent factor in the voluntary sacri¬ 
fice of life, as shown by the religious fanatic who, through public con¬ 
fession of faith, subjected himself to death by torture, hoping thus 
to gain the kingdom of heaven. Modern instances are seen in the 
conditions of megalomania, dementia, paresis, degeneracy, etc., in 
which the suicidal impulse is generally due to hallucinations, such as 
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the conception of celestial voices commanding self-destruction, etc. 
Religious lipemania is among the most frequent causes of suicide, in 
which the patient is impelled to commission of the crime through a 
sense of unworthiness to live. Homicidal and suicidal tendencies 
are often associated, as instanced by religious maniacs who murder 
parents or children to release them from a life of sin and procure 
for them celestial beatitude, subsequently committing suicide them¬ 
selves. 

3. Language of Idiots . The continuation of investigations de¬ 
scribed in last month's number is here given. In a limited number 
of idiots speech is altogether monosyllabic; in most cases there is 
a tendency to expression in words of two syllables, more complex 
terms being reduced to this form. The consonants are more difficult 
of pronunciation than the vowels, hence they are frequently sup¬ 
pressed. Inability to pronounce certain letters is common; this con¬ 
dition is known as mogilalia. Difficulties in pronunciation of r, 1 , 
g, or s, are termed respectively rhotacismus, lamadismus, gammacis- 
mus and sigmacismus; if these sounds are replaced by others, the 
terms pararhotacismus, paralamdacismus, etc., are used. Of these 
varieties of mogilalia, the most common are sigmacismus, and para- 
sigmacismus. These peculiarities of speech may be so multiplied as 
to render the idiot's language incomprehensible; to such language 
the term hottentottismus has been given. Comprehension precedes 
speech in the idiot as in the infant. Eight in sixty idiots comprehend 
absolutely nothing; between this condition and comprehension of 
long sentences and elementary reasoning, there exist varying degrees 
of intelligence. It is probable that the idiot, like the infant, first un¬ 
derstands sentences, before individual words composing them are re¬ 
cognized; gestures and intonations assisting comprehension. 

4. Propagation of Tuberculosis through the Stools. —This subject is 
thus summarized: (1) Tuberculous infection of the intestines is the 
rule in pulmonary phthisis; (2) it may be primary or secondary; (3) 
chronic diarrhea of the insane is almost always a symptom of tuber¬ 
culous enteritis; (a) bacterioscopic study of this enteritis shows that 
it is due to an active bacterial process, the bacilli being diffused 
through the intestinal contents; (5) tuberculosis is propagated 
through the stools of tuberculous patients, and such stools are an es¬ 
pecial menace in insane asylums; (6) all tuberculous stools should be 
disinfected; 30 seconds contact with carbolic 50-1000 will destroy the 
bacillus; (7) prophylactic measures against propagation of tuberculo¬ 
sis consist in isolation of tuberculous patients, and care of the ex¬ 
pectoration and stools, 

5. Protection of the Fortunes of Patients Coniine d in Insane Asylums. 
—This article is a continuation of a lengthy exposition concerning 
protective measures in the financial interests of patients confined in 
insane asylums; what such measures are, and what they should be. 

R. L. Fielding (New York). 

Neurologisches Centralblatt. 

(1902, Vol. 21, No. 2, January 16.) 

1. Contribution to Periodical Insanity. Ennen. 

2. The Topography of Cortical Degeneration in General Paralysis 

of the Insane, and Its Relation to the Association Centers of 

Flechsig. Karl Schaffer. 

1. Periodical Insanity. —Three cases of periodical insanity are here 
reported with clinical details, without any attempt at classification. 

2. Cortical Degeneration in General Paresis. —Schaffer gives a very 



